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Introductory Note

The exercises and activities in this kit are designed to provide the teacher with a range of material from which to select those items most appropriate for the age and ability level of the students and for the time allotted.  

The first 30 questions in the Reading Comprehension Quiz were provided by Kimen Mitchell, Media Director, Carwise Middle School, Pinellas County, FL.  I am grateful for her interest and assistance.

I would appreciate any suggestions for improving this material. You may contact me via email at e.r.sabin@att.net to let me know what you think of this kit, what works and what doesn’t, and what could be added or removed to make it more helpful. Students may be encouraged to visit my web site and leave comments there if they care to: www.erosesabin.com 

E. Rose Sabin
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Reading Comprehension Quiz: A School for Sorcery
1. Tria came to the crystal palace the first time

A. by fierce concentration.

B. by careful use of an ancient spell. 

C. by accident.

D. by drinking a magic potion.

2. Tria first realized she had "gifts" when at two years of age

A. she caused rocks to fly through the air.

B. she gathered handfuls of moonlight and made it into balls to play with. 

C. she turned a bottle of milk sour.

D. she blew all of the water out of a lake.

3. The teacher who said, "...magic is the touch of another dimension," is

A. Master Tumberlis. 

B. the Headmistress. 

C. Master Hawke.

D. Mistress Dova.

4. By the end of the book, Tria is

A. a professor at Simonton School. 

B. a 7th level Adept.

C. best friends with Taner.

D. engaged to Wilce.

5. In the tunnel, Tria separates herself from the others and soon finds out that

A. she has become a mirror reflection of herself, trapped in the tunnel. 

B. she can fly.

C. she cannot travel to the Dire Realms.

D. she cannot travel to the Crystal Palace.

6. Irel suffers terribly because

A. she sees the future of everyone she meets.

B. she has cancer.

C. she is very shy.

D. she misses her homeland.

7. Tria proves her powers to Lina by

A. destroying Lina's chifforobe.

B. fighting the Lina-panther and winning. 

C. making Lina's trunk shrink.

D. stopping time.

8. In the cross dimensional tunnel Tria and the others use, Tria meets

A. a living corpse who says he used to be Oryon. 

B. the Shalreg.

C. gnomes and fairies.

D. the elves.

9. Nubba was impressed with Tria's powers because

A. Tria turned back time by an hour.

B. Tria was new to the school.

C. Tria straightened up her room so nicely.

D. Tria received such a stern rebuke from the Headmistress.

10. Most of her life, Tria had kept her talents hidden

A. because her mother hated magic. 

B. she was afraid of her powers.

C. because magic was illegal.

D. so she could fit in with her friends.

11. Summoning the Dire Women is really wrong because

A. the Dire Women left behind a foul odor. 

B. good cannot be accomplished through evil. 

C. the Dire Women hurt others.

D. the Dire Women took Lina.

12. The first thing Tria does when she reaches her room is to

A. sit down and cry.

B. take a bath.

C. look for people to make friends with. 

D. clean it.

13. Nubba's talent is that

A. she can foretell the future.

B. she can see what is invisible to others.

C. she can make things move through the air. 

D. she can walk through walls.

14. Tria unknowingly breaks into several shadow selves when she

A. wraps her hand around Wilce's crystal. 

B. agrees to help Oryon.

C. drinks the tea Veronica gives her. 

D. doubles her power using two mirrors.

15. Lina does not want to return to human form because she

A. is afraid she has lost all of her power. 

B. is lazy.

C. likes being a panther better.

D. has forgotten how to be human.

16. Lina's primary talent is

A. seeing the invisible. 

B. as a healer.

C. shape changing.

D. stopping time.

17. Tria tests her ability to call animals to her by

A. calling Lina the panther to her side.

B. calling bees to attack the Dire Woman.

C. calling the dog Gray had become to her side. 

D. calling the dove needed for the summoning.

18. The part of Oryon that exists in the tunnel is a living corpse because

A. he is really dead already.

B. evil is eating him.

C. the other Oryon no longer needs his power, but wants him alive.

D. Dire Women are feeding on his flesh.

19. Lina, Tria's roommate, says

A. "I am superior to you in every way." 

B. "I don't like Nubba."

C. "You better do what I say.”

D. "I make my own rules."

20. The Headmistress demonstrates her power

A. to run the school.

B. to destroy the special talents of Lina and Tria. 

C. to foretell the future.

D. to speak other languages.

21. Even in her despair upon seeing the school, Tria decides to stay because

A. she wants to meet her roommate.

B. she has no money for the bus ride home. 

C. she doesn't want to disappoint her mother. 

D. she doesn’t want to disappoint Headmistress.

22. In the image Tria sees in her crystal, Wilce seems to be turning into

A. a skeleton.

B. a ghost.

C. a troll.

D. some kind of fur-covered animal.

23. While Aletheia is away she is actually

A. hiding some place at the school. 

B. at her mother's house.

C. on vacation.

D. in the Dire Realms.

24. Kress's and Oryon's decision to join forces against Tria and Lina forces

A. Tria and Lina to work together as allies. 

B. Veronica to help Tria.

C. Tria to leave Simonton School.

D. Lina to leave Simonton School.

25. Tria decides Oryon is increasing his power somehow because

A. during their 1st meeting, they were equal in power & then they weren't

B. he looks stronger.

C. he seems more confident.

D. he makes things fly through the air.

26. A lesson that all Simonton students must learn is to

A. work together.

B. look beneath the surface illusion of things. 

C. be patient.

D. keep silent.

27. Nubba's Shalreg is actually

A. only imaginary.

B. her pet ogre.

C. a tiny creature who is invisible to others.

D. the monster who haunts Simonton School.

28. When Tria tries place-shifting, she winds up

A. in the cafeteria.

B. in Mistress Dova's quarters.

C. on a floor of the school where she's never been. 

D. in Oryon's room.

29. The only thing Aletheia finds in the Dire Realms is

A. Tria's date gift from Wilce.

B. the cummerbund from Wilce's tux. 

C. a footprint made by a man's boot. 

D. a shadow that looks like Wilce.

30. The dates Kress and Oryon bring to the Ball are

A. harpies.

B. zombies.

C. demons.

D. Dire Women.

31.  At the Gifting Ceremony at graduation, Nubba’s gift is


A. a dagger


B. a book of spells


C. a spyglass


D. a pendant with a magical jewel

32.  Among the students those with the talent of healing are


A. Nubba and Irel.


B. Gray and Wilce.


C. Coral and Petra.


D. Verin and Salor.

33. Tria is late to the Gifting Ceremony because


A. she tears her dress and has to mend it.


B. as she is going through the school building, mysterious halls and doors

 
    and stairways open to her.


C. Headmistress calls her aside for a final conference and warning.


D. She has to wait for her parents to arrive on the bus.

34. Tria is alarmed to learn on her arrival at Simonton School that the school has only


A. 100 students.


B. three faculty members.


C. 36 students.


D. three levels of instruction.

35. Taner leaves school after the Dire Woman takes Lina because


A. she has lost her dagger and her power.


B. she and Lina were close friends.


C. she no longer has any faith in Headmistress.


D. she is jealous of the relationship between Tria and Oryon.

36. The portrait that hangs over the mantel in the school parlor is of


A. the Power-Giver.


B. Headmistress as a young woman.


C. Lesley Simonton.


D. Trevor Blake, Mistress Blake’s grandfather.

37.  One of Wilce’s talents is that of


A. truth reader.


B. shape shifter.


C. healer.


D. spell caster. 

38. The talent Rehanne has but doesn’t like to use is that of 


A. spell-casting.


B. opening doors to other dimensions.


C. coercion.


D. place-shifting.

39.  Master San Marté wears a


A. toupee 


B. long, flowing robe.


C. medal of scholastic honor.


D. false mustache.

40.  Lina has an amulet that she uses to 


A. destroy illusions.


B. break wards.


C. charm boys.


D. make herself more beautiful.

41.   The date gift Wilce intended to give Tria at the end of the Midwinter Ball is


A.  a crystal pendant.


B.  an opal ring.


C.  a rose corsage.


D.  a silk scarf.

42.  The ancient spell book’s name, Breyadon, means


A.  Spells.


B.  Gifts.


C.  Mysteries.


D.  Doors.

43.  A special ability both Lina and Kress possess is the ability to


A. shape-shift.


B. draw power from others.


C. read the mage language in which the Breyadon is written.


D. break wards.

44.  Shortly after arriving at Simonton School, Tria gets into trouble because she

       accidentally

A.  changes Headmistress into a cat.


B.  creates a sphere of fire and plays with it.


C.  folds time.


D.  insults Nubba.

45.  The Gifting Mistress is 


A. Mistress Blake.


B. Mistress Dova.


C. Headmistress.


D. Aletheia.
46.  Rehanne’s date for the Midwinter Ball is


A. Jerrol Fyfe.


B. Gray Becq.


C. Oryon Brew.


D. Palmer Lawry.

47.  The Paths to Other Worlds class is taught by


A. Mistress Dova.


B. Master Hawke.


C. Mistress Blake.


D.  Aletheia.

48.  Master San Marté teaches


A. Ethics.


B. Alchemy. 


C. Logic.


D. Arcane Rites.

49.  Tria’s father is a 


A. mage.


B. farmer.


C. shop owner.


D. jeweler.

50.  When Headmistress  reprimands Tria on the day of Tria’s arrival at the school, she tells Tria to read


A. her Logic textbook


B. the Breyadon.

C. the Student Rights and Responsibilities Manual.

D. the recruitment brochure she’d been sent.
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Answers to Reading Comprehension Quiz

1. Tria came to the crystal palace the first time

C. by accident.

2. Tria first realized she had "gifts" when at two years of age

B. she gathered handfuls of moonlight and made it into balls to play with

3. The teacher who said, "...magic is the touch of another dimension, " is

A. Master Tumberlis.

4. By the end of the book, Tria is

B. a 7th level Adept.

5. In the tunnel, Tria separates herself from the others and soon finds out that

A. she has become a mirror reflection of herself, trapped in the tunnel.

6. Irel suffers terribly because

A. she sees the future of everyone she meets.

7. Tria proves her powers to Lina by

B. fighting the Lina-panther and winning.

8. In the cross dimensional tunnel Tria and the others use, Tria meets

A. a living corpse who says he used to be Oryon.

9. Nubba was impressed with Tria's powers because


A. Tria turned back time by an hour.

10. Most of her life, Tria had kept her talents hidden

D. so she could fit in with her friends.

11. Summoning the Dire Women is really wrong because

B. good cannot be accomplished through evil.

12. The first thing Tria does when she reaches her room is to

D. clean it.

13. Nubba's talent is that

B. she can see what is invisible to others.

14. Tria unknowingly breaks into several shadow selves when she

D. doubles her power using two mirrors.

15. Lina does not want to return to human form because she

A. is afraid she has lost all of her power.

16. Lina's primary talent is

C. shape changing.

17. Tria tests her ability to call animals to her by

D. calling the dove needed for the summoning.

18. The part of Oryon that exists in the tunnel is a living corpse because

C. the other Oryon no longer needs his power, but wants him alive.

19. Lina, Tria's roommate, says

D. "I make my own rules."

20. The Headmistress demonstrates her power

B. to destroy the special talents of Lina and Tria.

21. Even in her despair upon seeing the school, Tria decides to stay because

C. she doesn't want to disappoint her mother.

22. In the image Tria sees in her crystal, Wilce seems to be turning into

D. some kind of a fur-covered animal.

23. While Aletheia is away she is actually

D. in the Dire Realms.

24. Kress's and Oryon's decision to join forces against Tria and Lina forces

A. Tria and Lina to work together as allies.

25. Tria decides Oryon is increasing his power somehow because

A. during their 1st meeting, they were equal in power & then they weren't.

26. A lesson that all Simonton students must learn is to

B. look beneath the surface illusion of things.

27. Nubba's Shalreg is actually

C. a tiny creature who is invisible to others.

28. When Tria tries place-shifting, she winds up

D. in Oryon's room.

29. The only thing Aletheia finds in the Dire Realms is

A. Tria's date gift from Wilce.

30. The dates Kress and Oryon bring to the Ball are

D. Dire Women.

31.  At the Gifting Ceremony at graduation, Nubba’s gift is


C. a spyglass

32.  Among the students those with the talent of healing are

D. Verin and Salor.

33. Tria is late to the Gifting Ceremony because

B. as she is going through the school building, mysterious halls and doors

    and stairways open to her.

34. Tria is alarmed to learn on her arrival at Simonton School that the school has only

C. 36 students.

35. Taner leaves school after the Dire Woman takes Lina because

A. she has lost her dagger and her power.

36. The portrait that hangs over the mantel in the school parlor is of


C. Lesley Simonton.


.

37.  One of Wilce’s talents is that of


A. truth reader.

38. The talent Rehanne has but doesn’t like to use is that of 


C. coercion.

39.  Master San Marté wears a


A. toupee 

40.  Lina has an amulet that she uses to 


B. break wards.

41.   The date gift Wilce intended to give Tria at the end of the Midwinter Ball is


A.  a crystal pendant.

42.  The ancient spell book’s name, Breyadon, means


D.  Doors.

43.  A special ability both Lina and Kress possess is the ability to


B. draw power from others.

44.  Shortly after arriving at Simonton School, Tria gets into trouble because she

       accidentally


C.  folds time.

45.  The Gifting Mistress is 


A. Mistress Blake.

46.  Rehanne’s date for the Midwinter Ball is


B. Gray Becq.

47.  The Paths to Other Worlds class is taught by


D.  Aletheia.

48.  Master San Marté teaches


A. Ethics.

49.  Tria’s father is a 


B. farmer.

50.  When Headmistress  reprimands Tria on the day of Tria’s arrival at the school, she tells

       Tria to read


C. the Student Rights and Responsibilities Manual.
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Vocabulary Building

When you come across unfamiliar words in your reading, you can often guess their meaning by the context in which they are found. Below are sentences from A School for Sorcery containing words that may be unfamiliar to you. Circle the meaning that seems to best fit the context. Put a checkmark beside the words that are new to you. If you cannot tell which definition is correct by the context of the word, look up the word in a dictionary. (You should not need to look up many definitions. In all but a few cases, the context will reveal the meaning. The number of the page from which the sentence is taken is given so that you can look at the larger context if the sentence in which the word appears is not enough.)

1. “You must be aware that we experienced an unusual event this afternoon. The anomaly was the result of a serious violation not only of school rules but of the ethics of power use.”  (page 39)

A. Irregularity


B. Unlawful


C. Shapelessness

2. Mistress Dova climbed onto an artificial snowbank and shouted in an arcane tongue—probably a spell. But as far as Tria could see, it produced no effect.  (page 138)  

A. Ancient


B. An oddly curved cane 

C. Secret; mysterious

3. Mountains had split asunder, sending lava and ash over all the surrounding land.  (317)


A. Beneath the foundation 

B. Into parts


C. Upside down

4. Mistress Blake in her role as Gifting Mistress greeted the graduates with a hand raised in benison and said, “Select your gift.” (311)

A. Blessing


B. Deer meat

C. Spell-casting

5. And although, for the most part, they worked in silence, it was a shared silence that created between them a new sense of camaraderie. (103)

A. Friendly good-fellowship


B. Equal in rank


C. Photographic likeness

6. The wand in his fingers flipped upward and touched the candescent circle.  (94)

A. Spotted 

B. Glowing

C. Imaginary

7. “For a student to engage in the capricious manipulation of time is a repudiation of every ethical standard upheld by this institution, its faculty, and its student body.” (37)

A. Carefully thought out

B. Impulsive or unpredictable

C. Merrily, happily

8. [Tria glimpsed] a golden ocean hanging upside down over carnelian latticework through which and over which clambered an assortment of many-limbed creatures.  (214)

A. A hard red stone 


B. Covered with blood


C. Changing colors frequently

9. “Miss Balder, cease that caterwauling at once and listen to me.”  (61)

A. Hauling something from corner to corner


B. Arranging and serving a meal for money 

C. Making a harsh cry

10. The only blouse hanging there was a dressy green charmeuse. (266)

A. A fine semilustrous cloth


B. A wide, shapeless garment

C. A kind of corset

11. A charnel stench poured over her, making her gag. (216)

A. An expensive and fragrant perfume 

B. Relating to a place of the dead

C. A narrow, man-made body of water

12. In the space between Lina’s desk and the front wall stood a large chifforobe of matching mahogany. (65)

A. A bathroom 

B. A combination of wardrobe and chest of drawers


C. A dressy chiffon robe

13. Tria was sure that [Rehanne] was using her talent of coercion in an attempt to control the throng, but the crowd was too large for that. (126)

A. Persuasion

B. Restraint or domination by force

C. Shapechanging

14. “The Book of Truth will complement your skill of physical healing.” (311)

A. Complete, make perfect


B. Pay respect to

C. Flatter

15. She could see…the blue-and-violet-flowered davenport along one wall, a low davenport table of brown mahogany in front of it. (157)

 
A. A kind of car


B. A portable telephone 

C. A large sofa

16. The Dire Realms shall not be subject to exploration by any means. Their denizens shall not be invoked. (46)

A. Those who live in dens


B. Water dwellers 

C. Inhabitants

17. Aletheia looked more ethereal than ever draped in diaphanous white. (131)

A. Such fineness of texture as to permit seeing through

B. Diagonally cut

C. Evilly beautiful

18. Nubba’s dolorous cry brought Tria to her feet. (309) 

A. Expensive 

B. Expressing misery or grief


C. Tiny, like a doll

19. They received an effusive welcome from Master San Marté.  (131)

A. Spitting

B. Showing excessive emotion or enthusiasm


C. Apologetic

20. With that enigmatic if meaningless comment, he pulled a folded paper from a metal file box, handed it to her, and turned to the next student. (52)

A. Nauseating


B. Purging 

C. Mysterious; puzzling

21. Ensconced in a soft armchair in the small, comfortable sitting room, she sipped the tea the little maid served and thought of home. (262)

A. Settled


B. On view


C. Trapped

22. Her existence, ephemeral though it might be, felt real enough to her. (250)

A. Difficult and dangerous

B. Mystical

C. Lasting a very short time 

23. Next in line a pinch-faced, thin-lipped woman…was introduced as Mistress Dova, Instructor of Arcane Rites and Esoterica. (50)

A. Foreign goods 

B. Matters of special, rare, or unusual interest or pertaining to a select group


C. Rare jewels

24. She should apologize, but she was too angry with Lina for spoiling her euphoric mood.

      (114)


A. Feeling of well-being


B. Reverent


C. Unhappy

25. She remembered the mysterious barrier she had encountered in her previous foray through the tunnels. (282)

A. Long and dangerous journey


B. Excursion with friends 

C. Brief excursion outside one’s accustomed sphere

26. The drawing of power from an unwitting victim or the coercing of a donor is manifestly illicit.  (266)

A. Sick 

B. Unlawful

C. Dangerous

27. The walls were impervious to her attacks.  (236)

A. Not capable of being damaged or harmed

B. Not capable of understanding

C. Breaking into small pieces

28. The implacable voice continued. “You have used your power without permission and in an irresponsible manner.” (36)

A. Not capable of being placed 

B. Not capable of being pacified


C. Hoarse, barely able to be heard

29. Lina stretched languidly as though bored with the discussion. (68)

A. Like a squid


B. Quickly 

C. Lazily

30. They needed to exchange no words to assure each other that their friend would never know how they had disposed of her largesse.  (121)

A. Generosity


B. Fatness

C. A sticky mess

31. Under other circumstances, Tria would have found the parade ludicrous. (96)

A. Laughably absurd


B. Tiring

C. Delicious

32. The rich paneling’s deep sheen revealed meticulous care. (241)

A. Devoted

B. Insensitive

C. Extreme care or attention to details

33. “You are only a part of Tria, fashioned from her reflection and given a modicum of life by her power.”  (236)

A. A small portion


B. A brief time


C. A mechanical device

34. A bright light shone through its faceted walls, sending a myriad of rainbows shimmering around her. (81)

A. A stately dance 

B. A great number

C. A shifting pattern

35. The company of another being, even one of such ghastly appearance and noxious odor, was better than the terrible isolation. (236)


A. Delightful

B. Disagreeable

C. Poisonous

36. Nubba plowed on, apparently oblivious to the discomfort she must have caused Irel.  (58)

A. Delighted 

B. Unaware

C. Attuned

37. She trod on a highly polished parquet floor of natural woods in a wide range of colors. (241)

A. A surface marked with lines for a game of indoor croquet

B. waxed with a margarinelike substance

C. A patterned wood surface 

38. To steady her nerves, she recited the first theory lesson, spoken in the dry, pedantic tone of Master Tumberlis.  (307)

A. Clearly, as to a young child


B. Rambling

C. Displaying learning in a showy manner

39. Kress and Oryon, Davy, Jerrol, and Fenton spread out on the empty dance floor and… took positions at the points of an invisible pentagram. (137)

A. A five-pointed star often used as a magic or occult symbol

B. A large five-sided building

C. A corral for unicorns

40. Tria lifted the covering paper and saw a flaky horn oozing creamy filling, a cinnamon bun thick with icing, and two delicately decorated petit fours. (120)

A. Petticoats 

B. Small, frosted cakes

C. Sets of four hair ribbons

41. Master San Marté scratched his head, skewing his toupee to a rakish angle. (267)

A. Ready to jump away


B. Sharp 

C. Carelessly unconventional

42. He reached up again to adjust the recalcitrant toupee. (73)

A. Stiff 

B. Unruly

C. Dirty


43. A good breakfast would replenish her lost strength.  (264)

A. Make evident 

B. Refill

C. Empty

44. Some believe it haunted because they catch fleeting glimpses of resplendent chambers they cannot enter.  (70)

A. Shining brilliantly 

B. Dusty

C. Reflecting images

45. Her voice became a saccharine purr. (54)

A. Dangerous 

B. Overly sweet

C. Sharp

46. Tria opened her mouth to speak, closed it again, sensing that it would be sacrilege to utter a sound in this place. (81)

A. A pain in the back


B. A gift to a god


C. Irreverence toward a holy place 

47. Perhaps it was the sardonic expression in his dark eyes. (71)

A. Pleasant 

B. Mocking

C. Angry

48. Aletheia hurried onward, pulling Tria away from the tantalizing sight. (215)

A. Touchable


B. Frightening 

C. Teasing or tormenting

49. “A tenuous [link], but, yes, something through which he channels just enough vital force to prevent death.”  (284)

A. Powerful 

B. Weak


C. Boring

50. “The dark Dire Realm is a place of tortuous and perilous paths.”  (169)

A. Winding


B. Causing pain and suffering


C. Ropelike
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Answers to Vocabulary Building Exercise

1. Anomaly – 

A. Irregularity

2. Arcane – 

C. Secret; mysterious

3. Asunder - 

B. Into parts

4. Benison – 

A. Blessing

5. Camaraderie – 
A. Friendly good-fellowship

6. Candescent – 
B. Glowing

7. Capricious – 
B. Impulsive or unpredictable

8. Carnelian –

A. A hard red stone 

9. Caterwauling – 
C. Making a harsh cry

10. Charmeuse -
A. A fine semilustrous cloth

11. Charnel – 

B. Relating to a place of the dead

12. Chifforobe – 
B. A combination of wardrobe and chest of drawers

13. Coercion – 

B. Restraint or domination by force

14. Complement – 
A. Complete, make perfect

15. Davenport – 
C. A large sofa

16. Denizens – 

C. Inhabitants

17. Diaphanous –
A. Such fineness of texture as to permit seeing through

18. Dolorous – 

B. Expressing misery or grief

19. Effusive –

B. showing excessive emotion or enthusiasm

20. Enigmatic – 
C. Mysterious; puzzling

21. Ensconced – 
A. Settled

22. Ephemeral –
C. Lasting a very short time

23. Esoterica – 

B. Matters of special, rare, or unusual interest or pertaining to a  select group

24. Euphoric – 

A. Feeling of well-being

25. Foray – 

C. Brief excursion outside one’s accustomed sphere

26. Illicit – 

B. Unlawful

27. Impervious –
A. Not capable of being damaged or harmed

28. Implacable – 
B. Not capable of being appeased

29. Languidly – 

C. Lazily

30. Largesse – 

A. Generosity

31. Ludicrous -

A. Laughably absurd

32. Meticulous –
C. Extreme care or attention to details

33. Modicum – 

A. A small portion

34. Myriad – 

B. A great number

35. Noxious –

B. Disagreeable


36. Oblivious – 

B. Unaware

37. Parquet – 

C. A patterned wood surface

38. Pedantic – 

C. Displaying learning in a showy manner

39. Pentagram –
A. A five-pointed star often used as a magic or occult symbol

40. Petit fours – 
B. Small, frosted cakes

41. Rakish - 

C. Carelessly unconventional

42. Recalcitrant – 
B. Unruly

43. Replenish – 
B. Refill

44. Resplendent –
A. Shining brilliantly

45. Saccharine – 
B. Overly sweet

46. Sacrilege – 

C. Irreverence toward a holy place

47. Sardonic –

B. Mocking

48. Tantalizing – 
C. Teasing or tormenting

49. Tenuous – 

B. Weak

50. Tortuous – 

A. Winding
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Topics For Thought And Discussion

1. All students in the Lesley Simonton School for the Magically Gifted take courses in Ethics and Logic.  Can you suggest reasons why these subjects would be especially important for people who are magically gifted?

2. In his first lecture of the school year, Master Tumberlis advises students, “See more than you can; strive to expand your senses. You will never know the whole, but go through those doors that open to you.”  Is this advice applicable to our lives even though we do not have magical gifts? Why or why not? Is it always good advice? What doors would you like to open to you?

3. After the disastrous summoning of the Dire Woman by Tria and Lina, Headmistress visits Tria in her room and gives Tria advice that Tria believes to be worthless. Tria tells Headmistress, “I’ve had all the theory I can stand!” and after Headmistress leaves, Tria is “choking on the string of platitudes she’d been given instead of the help she’d begged for.” Do you think Tria’s attitude is justified. Is she right about Headmistress’s advice? Why or why not?

4. After Tria’s return from the Dire Realms and her rescue of Wilce and Gray, she encounters Veronica and begs her, “Tell me this wasn’t just a cruel test.” Veronica replies, “All of life is a test, and it is often cruel.” When Tria complains that her ordeal is being treated “like a game,” Veronica says, “The game of life. Some play it better than others. Some win and some lose. None has the option of not participating.” Is Veronica right? What do you think of this philosophy? What is your own philosophy of life?

5. Veronica is supposedly the school maid, but we learn that in reality she wields a great deal of power. Why do you think she is content to pose as a maid? Why would she keep her power hidden?

6. One of Tria’s logic assignments is to defend the following statement: “The responsible use of power will produce great good. The irresponsible use of power will produce great evil. Power will be used either responsibly or irresponsibly. Therefore, any use of power will produce either great good or great evil.” How would you defend or refute this statement?

7.  When Oryon and Kress arrive late at the Midwinter Ball and bring Dire Women, they are accompanied by many of the other boys in the school. These other boys have gone along with the plot without really understanding its purpose or implication. Do you think it happens that people go along with a plan or follow unwise leaders just to be a part of a group and without realizing the consequences of their actions? Can you give examples? 

8. When Nubba at last sees the Shalreg, her private monster, as it really is, a tiny, insignificant creature, she is jubilant. Can you think of times when some “monster” in your life has grown much larger than it really is? Nubba was able to view the Shalreg by looking through a magical spyglass. How can we reduce our “monsters” to a manageable size?

9. Lina shapechanges to a panther.  In what ways is she pantherlike even in her human form? 

10.  Even though we cannot perform acts of magic like the characters in A School For Sorcery, we do have special abilities or talents we can choose to use for good or evil. What are your special talents and abilities? How do you plan to make use of them? How can you train yourself in their use? 
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Activities

1. When Aletheia takes her Paths to Other Worlds class into the interdimensional paths between worlds, Tria sees strange scenes in “windows” to the other worlds (pp. 214-215). Make up descriptions of your own imaginary worlds and write them or draw them. What would life in these worlds be like?

2. Write a story about one of the worlds in the scenes on pp. 214-215 or in a world of your own imagining.

3. If you were a shapechanger like Lina, what animal would you want to become? Draw or find a picture of the animal and tell why you chose it.

4. When Tria, Rehanne, and Nubba go into Millville, in a bakery window they see “a miniature town…, its houses made of ginger cakes, with windows drawn with yellow icing to portray lamplight within. Spun-sugar snow covered the ground; gumdrop bushes surrounded the houses; and licorice-stick lampposts lined the chocolate-square streets.” (p. 120) Draw a scene like this, make one out of candy and cookies, or make one out of inedible materials.
5. Tria lives in the (imaginary) country of Arucadi in a time comparable to the 1920s in our country. Find out what life was like in America in the 1920s. What kind of clothes did people wear, what were cars, buses, and trains like then, and what modern devices did not yet exist? Can you find ways in which life in Arucadi is different from life in America in the 1920s?
