PAGE  
1

TOR BOOKS

Reader’s Guide

Hawkes Harbor
By S. E. Hinton
ABOUT Hawkes Harbor
An artful blend of adventure saga and horror story, renowned young adult novelist S. E. Hinton’s first foray into adult literature tells the raw, gripping tale of Jamie Sommers.  A bastard, orphaned at age eight, his mother’s sole gift to him taken by a heartless orphanage nun, Jamie’s life has been a series of losses and abandonments.  
Will the “sins of the parents” be visited upon Jamie as the orphanage nun prophesied?  It seems so when he arrives at Terrace View psychiatric asylum by way of a prison for the criminally insane.  Dr. McDevitt, who takes his case, is intrigued by the new patient.  Jamie is pathologically sensitive to touch, terrified of the night, and struggles with a seemingly shattered mind.  In fits and starts of memory, he tells the doctor his tale.
After a three-year stint in the navy, slight, quick-tempered Jamie spent many lawless years entangled in a complex partnership with Irishman Kellen Quinn.  Like Jamie, Kellen suffered heavy losses in his life.  But where Jamie is awkward around people and prone to fighting, Kellen is a charmer, a story teller, a con man.
In his adventures with Kellen, Jamie survives a vicious shark attack, a treacherous encounter with South Pacific pirates, and the advances of a cruel, wealthy dame without losing his love for the sea.  But when his friend commits their services to a vessel running guns for the IRA—under the guidance of an untrustworthy captain—he bears witness to an act that is not only illegal but immoral even by Jamie’s unusual code.  And the sea is no longer his home.
In the unforgiving city of New Orleans, Jamie struggles to erase his awful memories with alcohol and cocaine.  Burnt-out and broke, he is rediscovered by Kellen, whom he follows to the small town of Hawkes Harbor, Delaware.  There, Jamie finds shelter in a family boarding house while his friend embarks upon yet another con.  
While searching for rumored lost treasure in Hawkes Harbor, Jamie instead discovers a horror even beyond that which drove him from the ocean.  He encounters an evil that is truer, deeper and more terrifying than anything that has come before.  It seems to devour his soul in one fast and powerful attack.  Jamie becomes Its servant—or perhaps its slave—in the grandly dilapidated mansion known as Hawkes Hall.  

As his attachment to the vampire patriarch of the wealthy Hawkes family grows, his mental state deteriorates.  Jamie is forced into actions which revolt and terrify him.  Ultimately, he is perceived as the abductor of a young woman and brutally shot.  This is the incident that brings him to Dr. McDevitt’s Terrace View asylum, bringing the story around one of its many complex thematic circles.
Despite McDevitt’s suspicions about Jamie’s experiences at Hawkes Hall, the patient seems glad when Louisa Kahne, assistant to Jamie’s master, Grenville Hawkes, comes to take him from Terrace View.  Perhaps it is in the act of retrieving him—of not leaving Jamie once again abandoned in the asylum—that the slowly reforming vampire solidifies his control over the fragile man.  Yet the relationship is not one of stasis.
With the help of Louisa Kahne, and the steady loyalty of Jamie, It begins to lose his vampire attributes.  The more Grenville Hawkes returns to humanity, the more his relationship with Jamie evolves and changes.  From horrible, terrifying master, Jamie comes to perceive his boss as something else all together.
The story leaps forward and backward through time with Jamie’s disordered memories.  Yet Hawkes Harbor does indeed have a cohesive narrative form in its exploration of the depths of evil.  Each episode Jamie recounts from his difficult life seems precisely placed in the novel as a step along the path to despair.  Traveling downward with Jamie, readers too must strive to make sense of the presence of evil in human existence, and to wonder if evil is indeed a consequence of physical and spiritual abandonment.
Frightening supernatural phenomena are juxtaposed against a realistic mid-twentieth-century American cultural landscape and the world of the psychologically impaired.  Struggling to catch his breath between these, perhaps equally confusing, worlds is Jamie Sommers.  Is Jamie a true outcast?  Or is he an everyman akin to anyone who has ever struggled to seek redemption and wondered—if it can be found at all—just what that redemption might be?  As the novel draws to its breathtakingly bizarre yet bittersweet end, the cosmic question reshapes itself once more:  What is the nature of true evil?  And, if its foil, goodness, exists at all, can it be sought in absolute virtuous behaviors or in the simple act of hoping for companionship, for community, for harbor…for home?
ABOUT THIS GUIDE
The author information, discussion topics, and research and writing activities which follow are intended to enhance your reading of Hawkes Harbor.  Please feel free to adapt these materials to suit your needs and interests.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Susan Eloise Hinton was born in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Dissatisfied with the books that were available to young adults—and with the social situation in her high school—she decided to write a book of her own. Her first novel, The Outsiders, was published in 1967 when she was just seventeen years old.  It depicted two cliques, the wealthy teenage “socs” and the less affluent “greasers,” and explored the consequences of social enmity gone too far.  Nearly forty years later, the Publisher’s Weekly magazine bestseller list continues to include The Outsiders, and S. E. Hinton remains a classic teen author alongside the likes of E. B. White and Judy Blume.

The praise and acclaim which followed the publication of her first novel lead to several years of writer’s block.  Hinton’s boyfriend, who would later become her husband, helped her to battle this problem leading to the 1971 publication of her second book, That Was Then, This Is Now.  Since then, S. E. Hinton has written books for preschoolers, children and young adults, including Rumble Fish (1975), Tex (1979), and The Puppy Sister (1995).  Four of her books have been made into successful motion pictures. 
In 1988, the American Library Association awarded Hinton the first Margaret A. Edwards Award in recognition of her unique body of work for teen readers.  Her richly drawn characters and insights into the struggle to find identity within or outside of one’s community are compelling features of many of her award-winning works.  The mother of a grown son, S. E. Hinton lives with her husband in Tulsa.  Hawkes Harbor is her first book for adult readers.
DISCUSSION TOPICS
The following questions may be useful in guiding book group discussions of Hawkes Harbor.
1. List the emotional and physical abandonments young Jamie suffers in the course of the prologue.  Do you think that these experiences contribute to Jamie’s apparent immaturity or naivety in adulthood?  Why or why not?

2. The final line of the prologue declares that Jamie “[had] lost all hope of heaven.”  How does the notion of lost hope drive this novel?  List other themes set forth in the prologue that resonate throughout the subsequent text?

3. Who is Dr. McDevitt?  What is his initial reaction to Jamie?  What is unusual about Jamie’s path to Terrace View asylum?

4. What do Jamie’s tales of his seagoing life reveal about his sense of self-worth?  About his personal moral code?

5. Who is Kellen?  Why does Jamie continue to be drawn to him, despite mistreatment and misgivings about Kellen’s lawless ways?

6. Does Kellen take more than the wealth of others?  How might his usurpation of others’ life stories into his own tale-telling treasury be perceived as theft?

7. Reread passages in the text depicting Jamie’s early encounters with the vampire.  How are his emotions different during this attack than during terrifying experiences at sea?  Why does he react differently?

8. Jamie suffers from serious memory deficiencies.  Is he able to recall much about his adult life without Kellen?  Why or why not?  Are Jamie’s memories of life with Kellen entirely real?  Explain your answer.
9. Jamie speaks to the doctor in the first person, yet his memories are recounted as third-person scenarios.  Why do you think the author chose this format?  How does it impact your understanding of the story?

10. As Jamie’s time at Terrace View draws to a close, has Dr. McDevitt’s relationship to him begun in any way to resemble Grenville Hawkes’ relationship to the damaged young man?
11. Why does Jamie seem to want Grenville Hawkes to reclaim him from the asylum, despite the pain of his life at Hawkes Hall?

12. What do you think might have happened had Louisa Kahne not come to take Jamie from Terrace View as soon as she did?  What might Jamie’s ultimate revelation to Dr. McDevitt have been?
13. What is the relationship between Louisa and Dr. McDevitt?  Between Louisa and Grenville?

14.   What are the relationships between the various factions of the Hawkes family?  Is the family’s gradual acceptance of Grenville a gesture of goodness or is there another motivation?
15. Who is Sophia-Maria?  Does Hawkes ever reconnect with his lost love?  Why is he trying to reclaim Sophia-Marie?
16. Who is Katie Roddendem?  What are Jamie’s feelings for Katie?  How does Katie relate to Jamie?  

17. Why does Grenville target Katie?  How does Jamie find her after her capture?  Do you think Jamie’s sexual act spares Katie from Grenville’s ultimate possession?  What does spare her?

18. Compare Jamie’s relationship with Katie to his later relationship with Michelle and Dawn.  
19. Why does Jamie seem to gravitate toward younger people for companionship and comfort?  Do you think Jamie is a fully-formed adult?  Why or why not?
20. If Grenville were forced to choose between Jamie and his Hawkes family, who do you think he would choose and why?  
21. Who originally killed Grenville Hawkes?  Compare and contrast this event with the other killings that take place in the story.
22. While Grenville Hawkes is surrounded by erstwhile family, Jamie is certifiably alone.  How does this relate to Hawke’s power over Jamie?  

23. Does Jamie ever seem angry or resentful about being shot by Katie’s fiancé?  How does he react to Katie as she moves on to marriage and family life?
24. There is little or no literature to suggest that vampires can be “unmade” as is the case with Grenville Hawkes.  How does his “cure” affect your understanding of the notion of vampires and of this central story character?
25. Did Kellen Quinn possess any attributes of a vampire?  Explain.

26. Compare Jamie’s attachment to Kellen with his attachment to Grenville.  Did Kellen and later Grenville control (or possess) Jamie, or did Jamie allow (or want) himself to be controlled?

27. Until Grenville’s “cure,” Jamie is the speaker and actor for his boss in the outside world.  Although Grenville seems to control Jamie, in what ways does Jamie define Grenville’s existence?  Is this a form of control?

28. Why does Grenville take Jamie on the cruise?  Are his intentions selfish or selfless?  
29. Where does Jamie find solace on the cruise?  What do Michelle and Dawn find special about Jamie?  Are their impressions accurate?  What secret does Jamie let the girls see?  Is this an important revelation for Jamie?
30. Is Jamie’s relationship with the girls only sexual?  What affect does his experience with the girls have on his relationship with Grenville?  Explain.

31. How might Jamie’s litany of physical injuries be interpreted as a metaphor for the troubles in his mind?
32. Much of Hawkes Harbor takes place during the Viet Nam era.  How does this affect your reading of the story? Is the author drawing a parallel between Jamie’s shattered state and the psycho-social plight of some Viet Nam War veterans?
33. Jamie uses medicinal and sometimes recreational drugs throughout most of the novel.  Is Grenville’s goal of decreasing his prescription drug dependency achieved during the cruise?  What other changes in the relationships between Jamie, Grenville, and Louisa are achieved by the cruise?
34. Are Jamie’s problems psychological or spiritual?  Explain.

35. What does the sea represent in Hawkes Harbor?  Why does Jamie’s realization of his lost swimming ability affect him so strongly?  What does the term “harbor” mean to you?

36. Is Hawkes Harbor a typical vampire story?  Is it a vampire story at all?
37. How does Jamie’s sense of himself and his relationship to his community affect his actions?  How might the novel be read as a tale of Jamie’s search for a true “harbor” for his soul, no matter what the cost?
38. Where is Jamie going at the end of the story?  Is he still a servant to Grenville? Why does he feel Grenville will be all right without him?

39. What is sanity?  Is one’s sanity contingent upon a true understanding of the relationship between self, family, friends and community?  What might be the affect of the absence of such normal relationships on a human life?   In his isolation, then, is Jamie a metaphorical vampire himself?
40. In The Outsiders (1967), S. E. Hinton’s narrator observes that, “Maybe the two worlds we lived in weren’t so different.  We saw the same sunset.”  How might this classic quotation be applied to the relationship between Jamie and Grenville?  Between Jamie and the reader?
WRITING AND RESEARCH ACTIVITIES
The following exercises may be used to support the questions above in discussing the text.  Writing, journaling and research activities are included for readers interested in developing their own writing skills and/or deepening their understanding of the work of S. E. Hinton and adventure, gothic and horror literary subgenres.
I. TIME AND MEMORY
A. LITERARY ANALYSIS.  In parallel with Jamie’s diffuse memory, Hawkes Harbor shuttles between the past, present, and future.  Make a list of key events or points of the novel and the time frames in which they occur.  Review the events in the sequence in which they are presented in the novel, and then in chronological order.  How do your observations inform your reading of the text?  How is time used as a literary device in developing the plot?  How does the author’s manipulation of time affect or enhance the themes of the novel? 

B.  RESEARCH ACTIVITY.  Go to the library or online to learn more about the brain and memory.  What stress-related psychological disorders might affect memory in ways similar to Jamie’s impairments?  

C. WRITING EXERCISE.  Think of a memorable event from your past.  Brainstorm ways you might write about this event in the context of your current understanding.  Then, write a short, fictionalized version of this memory incorporating more than one tense or otherwise utilizing the element of time to add depth to your story.
II. ORPHANS AND SURVIVORS

A. LITERARY ANALYSIS.  From Oliver Twist to Harry Potter, the orphan child is a classic figure in literature.  The fictional orphan can be viewed in two ways.  Orphans, particularly child orphans, represent the most powerless members of society, stripped of familial identity and often with little material wealth.  Orphans are also survivors—the last standing representatives of their family line—and, possessed of a “clean slate” without obligations or expectations to fulfill beyond their own.  Thus, the powerless can also be viewed as empowered with great potential.  List the ways in which Jamie Sommers fulfills and deviates from the classic depiction of the literary orphan.
B. RESEARCH ACTIVITY.  Select and read one or more literary works featuring orphan protagonists, such as Charles Dickens’ David Copperfield or Great Expectations, Kazuo Ishiguro’s When We Were Orphans, or Philip Pullman’s The Golden Compass.  Use your readings and the analysis from exercise II.A, above, to create your own detailed list of attributes of literary orphans.
C. WRITING EXERCISE.  Reread the prologue to Hawkes Harbor.  Then, in the character of eight-year-old Jamie, write an extended version of this initial chapter in which you further explore your feelings about being orphaned, your worries, and your expectations for your future.
III. NOVEL GENRES
A. LITERARY ANALYSIS.  Hawkes Harbor is a novel that seems to bridge several literary genres.   Make a list of literary forms that come to mind after reading the novel, citing pages, characters or other elements that make the case for each.
B. RESEARCH ACTIVITY 1. Look up the phrase “gothic novel” in a literary reference book or encyclopedia.  If desired, read Horace Walpole’s 1764 book, The Castle of Otranto, considered the first gothic novel.  Could Hawkes Harbor be considered a modern-day gothic novel?  Support your answer with evidence from the text.
C. RESEARCH ACTIVITY 2. Go to the library or online to learn more about vampires, their historical origins, attributes, and literary lineage in relation to the gothic novel.  If desired, read Interview With the Vampire by Anne Rice, Dracula by Bram Stoker, or another classic vampire tale.  In what ways does Hawkes Harbor fit the vampire story model?  After making your comparison, would you argue that Hawkes Harbor is first and foremost a vampire tale?  Why or why not?
D. WRITING EXERCISE.  Imagine that you were present when Jamie opened Grenville’s coffin, or that you bore witness to Louisa Kahne’s procedures to “unmake” the vampire.  Write a short story describing why you were present at these events and what you saw. 
IV. THE SEA

A. LITERARY ANALYSIS.  The sea is an important image in Hawkes Harbor.  Despite its dangers, it provides a metaphorical home for Jamie.  Create a list of the positive and negative attributes of the sea as depicted in the novel.  Consider other books or poems you have read that align the sea with the notion of home.  What conclusions might you draw about the sea as a literary image?
B. RESEARCH ACTIVITY.  Go to a museum, library or online, to find paintings, photographs or book illustrations depicting the sea.  (Perhaps consider J.M.W. Turner’s “Approach to Venice,” Claude Monet’s “Boats Leaving the Harbor,” or Manfred Kuhnert’s “Cabo San Lucas.”)  Select several paintings of harbors or seascapes that you feel would make appropriate illustrations for Hawkes Harbor.  For each selection, write a short paragraph explaining what makes the given image particularly appropriate for, or resonant with, the text of the novel.
C. WRITING ACTIVITY.  Write a series of journal entries, a memoir chapter, or a short story involving the relationship between the sea and yourself, or between the sea and a fictional character.
V. HAWKES HARBOR
A. LITERARY ANALYSIS.  Compare the seascapes of Jamie’s memories with the smaller, seemingly darker world of the small town of Hawkes Harbor.  What language and other literary devices does the author use to create contrast between these two environments.  Do these differing landscapes also represent different mental states?  Explain.

B. RESEARCH ACTIVITY.  Small towns are often the settings for strange and disturbing events in literature and life.  Why do you think small towns are such fertile environments for the bizarre?  Read a contemporary local newspaper to find reports of incidents that strike you as particularly strange.  And/or create a reading list of classic and modern novels in which strange things happen in a small town.
C. WRITING EXERCISE 1. Write a short story based on an incident reported in a newspaper article from research activity IV.B, above. 

D. WRITING EXERCISE 2.  Take some time to reflect on your own experiences of small-town life, making a brainstorm list of related images and ideas.  Use this list as the creative starting point for a poem entitled, “Small Town America.” 

E. WRITING EXERCISE 3.  Imagine you are adapting Hawkes Harbor into a play or television movie.  Select a chapter of the novel that you would consider a significant, critical, or revealing moment. Write a scene, voice-over monologue and/or movie storyboard showing how you would adapt this chapter for a play or movie.
VI. POWER
A. LITERARY ANALYSIS.  Hawkes Harbor explores the notion of human beings exerting control over one another in a variety of ways.  Who are the powerful characters in the novel and what are the sources of their power?  What characters do you consider weak and why?  Why does Jamie seem to let others exert control over his thoughts and actions?  Make a list of the control-based relationships in the story, including relationships with and between secondary characters, noting how that control is exerted.
B. RESEARCH ACTIVITY 1.  Find dictionary definitions for “control,” “power,” “master,” “servant,” and related terms found in the novel.  On a large sheet of paper, draw a diagram, map or web depicting the relationships between these terms.  If desired, add character names and citations from the text to further develop your diagram.  
C. RESEARCH ACTIVITY 2. Discuss the notion of control over ones life.  Do you feel controlled by individuals, your job, or your commitments?  Over what aspects of your life do you feel you have a reasonable amount of control?  If desired, design a survey based on these topics to present to friends or colleagues.  What conclusions can you draw based on the survey results?
D. WRITING EXERCISE 1. Write a brief essay describing your feelings about control as feature in your own life.
E. WRITING EXERCISE 2.  Select a passage in the novel where one character exercises control over another to achieve a particular end.  Rewrite the passage from the point of view of the controller and/or from the perspective of the controlled individual. 

THE LIFE AND WORKS OF S. E. HINTON

FACT: Susan Eloise Hinton was born, and currently resides, in Tulsa, Oklahoma, the setting for many of her novels.

ACTION:  Go online to plan a literary trip to Tulsa.  What S. E. Hinton landmarks will you visit?  What cultural experiences, such as horseback riding, might help you develop a deeper understanding for her novels?  Where will you sleep and dine in Tulsa today?  What are some of Oklahoma’s other claims to literary fame?

FACT: In the 1980s, Hinton’s four best-known novels were adapted for film.  She was involved in the motion picture versions of The Outsiders, Rumble Fish and Tex, films which featured such soon-to-be-famous young actors as Tom Cruise, Matt Dillon, Rob Lowe, Ralph Macchio and Patrick Swayze.  Hinton even played cameo roles in these productions.  That Was Then, This Is Now was brought to the screen in 1985 with screenplay and acting credits for Emilio Estevez.
ACTION: Watch the film versions of Hinton’s young adult novels.  What themes recur in more than one of these works?  Are echoes of these same themes found in Hawkes Harbor?

FACT: In an autobiographical statement for the Educational Paperback Association website, Hinton cites Jane Austen, Mary Renault, F. Scott Fitzgerald and Shirley Jackson as her favorite authors.  Favorite books include The Haunting of Hill House, Fire From Heaven, Emma and Tender is the Night.
ACTION: Read some or all of Hinton’s favorite books.  Learn more about her favorite authors.  Discuss which of these writers, in your opinion, seems to have had the most influence on Hinton’s literary style.
FACT: Hinton has frequently commented that she does not like to write about herself, yet many of her young adult novels seem to contain autobiographical elements, such as horseback riding or getting one’s novel published as a teenager.  Sharing a rare bit of personal information on her official website, Hinton comments that “a writer’s life is not very exciting—usually you’re alone in a room with your tools—paper, pen, imagination.”

ACTION:  Could this quotation be the “autobiographical link” between Hinton and Jamie Sommers, albeit a highly metaphorical one?  Write a short essay, making the case for or against this suggestion, adding any additional thoughts you have about the writer’s life.

