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1.
People ask whether it is possible to start with Part 5: Far Arena of the Okal Rel Saga and not be too lost to enjoy it. What do you think and why?

2.
Amel and Erien’s relationship is often strained but sometimes borders on intimacy. Identify different moods or respective roles in their changing relationship and see if you can agree on definitive moments or passages where these apply. Some suggested examples are: leader/subordinate, brothers, antagonists, teacher/student, adult/child, idealist/cynic, aggressor/victim, protector/invalid, liege/vassal etc. 

3.
Author Lynda Williams has said she considers the Reetion counselor, Bley, to be the true hero of Far Arena. Why might this be? Are other characters more heroic? Why or why not?

4.
Both Vic and Lurol are responsible for putting Amel into a visitor probe in the interests of protecting people on a space station from imminent harm. Lurol did so eighteen years ago and is still guilty about it in Far Arena. Vic does it in Far Arena. Which one was more justified, if either? Why? What influences your judgment? Does it matter, for example, that Vic acts out of panic and Lurol made her decision in cold blood? Lurol’s actions were thoroughly discussed and studied after the fact. Is that “fair” and what impact has it had on her? Why might her case have received more attention than Vic’s does, years later?

5.
What fears do Reetions harbor about Sevolites that are masked by their concern about Amel and frustrated by their inability to express them openly? Why might Reetions be loath to admit, even to themselves, that they are afraid of Sevolites?

6.
Both Bryllit and Horth view Erien’s mission to Rire as a test of Reetion honor but for different reasons. What is Bryllit’s acid test for whether or not to invade? Why does use of the visitor probe on Amel alarm Horth even though he doesn’t share Bryllit’s belief about him? What was he planning to do, near the end, to eliminate the risk of any highborn Sevolites falling into Reetions hands and why do you think he didn’t do it.

7.
Erien’s sympathies are with the Reetions early in the book. Later, on Rire, he grasps the threat Amel and Horth experience. To what extent does this change his mind about Reetion vs. Gelack values? Or, if he is operating out a hybrid sense of values as Evert suggests to him, what are they?

8.
What Horth does and doesn’t do with his sword has emotional significance even on Rire where using it makes no sense in the way it would within the empire. The same is true of Dorn’s sword during the fight on Kali Station. Identify a few examples and discuss what the swords signify in each of them.

9.
Reetion culture relies on the integrity of arbiters. How is this illustrated? Consider things like the “no captains” protocol, feelings about Amel’s data smuggling, the rules about shutting down eccentric arbiters and the distress felt by Reetions over Bryllit accepting an arbiter’s “oath”.  

10.
Eler Nersal misinterprets some aspects of Reetion culture but is far more savvy about other things than Ranar’s substitute, Juma, realizes. Pick some examples and classify them as genuine culture-clash or sarcasm.

11.
Truth and lies is a general theme in Far Arena. Discuss. Some suggestions include: How do the Reetions use the plain truth about some things to lie about others? How can secrecy be respected when it might conceal something harmful? What motivates people to lie to themselves? How important is the interpretation of events (i.e. the truth) in terms of a person’s world view?  Can multiple interpretations, such as Horth and Erien’s very different grasp of the threat posed by Rire, still grasp the same truth? Or does the world view distort the picture so much that multiple truths are result. How does changing a word, like redefining what Lurol did to Amel as ‘torture’, change the truth?

12.
Demish Sevolites have a tradition of using literary allusion to smuggle information past linguistically-challenged Vrellish Sevolites, or to conceal one message in another purely for artistic purposes. Find examples of Amel’s literary interactions with Evert, Drasous and the Kali arbiter.

13.
How do Gelack cultists comment on the Reetion reaction to Sevolites? What about other members of the group home? What does each of them represent with respect to the threats or opportunities posed by the existence of Sevolites?

14.
Sexual morality is featured in multiple dimensions in Far Arena. Which cases of questionable sexual relations in the book are most clearly “right” and “wrong”? Is Amel justified in his lingering homophobia for the sake of his bad past experience? Is Horth’s behavior acceptable? Can you sympathize at all with Ev’rel? Does Ann use Amel to get what she wants? Is Perry more or less sympathetic for having multiple lovers she cares about?

15.
Chapters in Far Arena  alternate between Erien and “Eyes on Amel” ones in which the reader sees Amel from the point of view of another character. Is this confusing? What does it allow the reader to see that would be unavailable from Amel’s point of view? How is Amel’s role in the story underscored by empowering others’ attitudes toward him instead of seeing what he’s thinking and feeling?  What changes near the end that might explain why the author finally gave Amel a point-of-view chapter?

16.
Lurol ‘rebalanced’ Amel’s personality with the visitor probe years ago during the  Second Contact incident and wants to fix her transgression through more psycho-surgery. Amel wants no such treatment and argues he is no more an involuntary martyr than Erien, who was also prepared to make sacrifices for the greater good. Who is right? Should Rire feel a special responsibility toward Amel because they excused Lurol? Why is Amel prepared to get his clear dreams fixed but not have Lurol reverse the rebalancing? 
	Share your thoughts ...
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Author Lynda Williams would be pleased to share your insights, questions, comments, praises, quibbles, advice to characters, poetical tributes, ORU-inspired doodles,  new questions for discussion, (not too bruising) criticisms, or a photo of your book club meeting — with other readers on her website at http://www.okalrel.org

Send offerings to:

· david@okalrel.org 

· cc’ing lynda@okalrel.org

If you write a review send the URL along with mailing address for a free Okal Rel Legacies book. Or mail proof of your print review in a newsletter, newspaper etc. to 

Okal Rel Universe

210 N. Quinn St.

Prince George, B.C.
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